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OTAY HOT!! 

…or Not! 

By Ed Byrd 

 

Well, I guess I was wrong about the 

great fishing continuing.  The streak of 

good fishing continues…or at least it did 

for some of the people at the Otay 

tournament.  By the way, if you think it 

was tough fishing at Otay, there’s a copy 

of the results of an Otay tournament held 

about twenty years ago.  Notice how many 

limits were taken then!   

     Congratulations are in order for Keith 

Cloward, who was able to figure out the 

Otay fish better than anyone.  Keith’s limit 

went 17.67 pounds and included one fish 

that went off the board.  Keith fished the 

shallow water in Otay arm for his limit.  I 

also wanted to thank Keith to for the information he gave the top six team about the bite he had going.  I 

tried to get in to the area he suggested but it was pretty packed by the time I got back there.  

     Second place went to Zoé Gardner, with a limit that went 15.33 pounds.  The fish that Zoé caught were 

all nice ones but she didn’t get that one kicker fish.  All her fish ranged from 2.43 to 3.81 pounds.  Zoé and 

her boater partner Terry Chenowth fished the entrance to Harvey for most of their fish.  Zoé caught her fish 

on dropshot and spooks.  Many people reported fish coming up but Zoé is the only one I talked to that was 

able to actually get them to bite. 

     Great job! This month’s final trophy goes to Jeff Manning.  Jeff got most of his fish drop shotting in Otay 

arm but he was able to catch a few in the main lake area.  He had two real nice sized fish in his limit, one 

that was just under five pounds and one that was 5.68 pounds.  Way to go Jeff! 

There were a total of ten limits caught, with six fish caught that went over five pounds!  There were two 

fish caught that went “off the board”, one by Keith Cloward and one by Brent Benish.  Brent and Keith 

shared the big fish pot of $100.  Six people increased their big fish for the year at this tournament.  So far 

this year, thirteen members have fish over five pounds as their big fish of the year, with almost half of those 

over seven pounds!  We haven’t even had the night tournaments so far! 



By the way, it was great to see another great turnout for the tournament.  We had forty people fishing, 

including three prospective members.  With half the season over, competition for the top twelve is heating 

up.  The more people that fish, the greater the chances of people making big moves in the yearly 

standings. 

Our next tournament will be at Otay again, on July 6

th

…but at night this time.  I hope to get everyone in 

the water and the tournament started by 7:00 pm so we can run at speed to our first spots.  It would be a 

good idea to bring some bug repellant, especially if the weather stays mild at night.  Boaters check that 

your boat lights are working properly.  Also, be sure that you have some light visible to another boater 

coming from any direction showing at all times.  This prevents someone making a long trip only to find 

another boat is where they were heading.  If you are a non-swimmer, you should seriously consider an 

automatically inflatable life jacket and wear it at all times.  It’s easy to get excited during a night 

tournament, trip over something in the boat and end up in the water.  Check with your partner for the 

tournament to see if they are swimmers.  Most importantly, DO NOT GET UP ON PLANE AFTER THE 

RUN TO YOUR FIRST SPOT!  Any boat doing so will be disqualified and asked to leave the lake. 

At the last board meeting, there was a discussion concerning the Havasu tournament, scheduled for 

October 13

th

 and 14

th

.  It was felt that we should consider not changing the tournament location or date, as 

some people already have planned vacations, etc.  One suggestion would be to just go ahead and do the 

tournament as we normally do…out of Windsor on Friday and Saturday.  Another would be to fish out of 

Windsor on Friday and go down to Sandpoint on Saturday, thus avoiding the crowd at Windsor.  If the 

second scenario were adopted, another suggestion would be to limit the fishing to north of Pilot Rock on 

Friday, and south of Pilot Rock on Saturday.  This would avoid having some of our boats heading north 

around the island as boats from the other tournament were heading south.  Anyway, we’ll discuss this 

further at the meeting. 

One last thing (finally!)  As a part of our insurance that protects the club, individual boaters are required 

to have liability insurance for their boats.  This is also something that the State of California requires.  

Please bring a copy of your insurance with you to the meeting.  I’m pretty sure that everyone has the 

insurance, but we need to verify it for insurance company. 

 

 

 

From the President 

Bud Brant 

The Top Six tournament has come and gone, and let’s just say we are glad it is over.   Our Top Six 

team struggled a bit this year, finishing fifteenth.  Everyone gave it their best and we will re-group and 

get’em next year. 

 At the club Otay tournament on June 16

th

, the fishing turned out to be a little bit better than 

anticipated.  Congratulation’s to Keith Cloward on winning the tournament, to Zoë’ Gardner for finishing 

second and to Jeff Manning for his third place finish.   

 The club has a busy next few weeks.  We have the club picnic on Saturday, June 23

rd

, at Santee 

Lakes, the Padre game on July 8

th

, and Twilight trip is July 11

th

 out of H & M Landing on The Fishermen III.  

We will get the final details from Dave Mack about Padre Game and from John Schwartz on the Twilight 

trip at the July general meeting on Tuesday June 26

th

. 

 I would like to thank Vicki Becker and Terry Chenowth on the awesome job they did on the new 

shirts and hats.  Judging by the enthusiasm of the amount of shirts purchased, the shirts and hats were a 

huge hit with everyone. 

 Our next tournament is a night tournament, so make sure the running lights on your boats are 

working because you will not be allowed to fish without them.  Because of the 4

th

 of July holiday, there is 

no club meeting in the month of July. Our July meeting will be held on Tuesday June 26th.

 

 I hope 

everyone has a fun and safe 4

th

 of July! 

 

See ya on the water, 

 

Bud 



 

Vice Presidents Message 

Vicki Becker 

 

"Even a fish wouldn't get into trouble if he kept his mouth shut!!!” 

 

Well once again we had another great tournament.  Thanks to my partner Keith I had a great time 

and congrats on the WIN.  P.S. Thanks for all your help getting my rod and reel back??  Keith and his wife 

Stacey also won the family tournament, congratulations guys’ good job.  I’d like to thank Ed Marr and his 

crew for doing such a great job at the family tournament.  We had a great turn out and a good time was 

had by all.  Thanks ED. 

Ok, next up is the Padre game on the 7

th

 of July at 5:05 PM against Atlanta.  The sign up sheet went 

around once but I’m sure Dave Mack will send it around again.  Please see him if you have any questions. 

We’re all about equal playing time so, Rick Carr from Humminbird, Minn Kota will be at the next 

meeting to go over his product so those of you that had those Humminbird questions last month make sure 

your there so you get the latest and greatest on Humminbird. 

Huge thanks to Terry for getting the shirts done at the last meeting.  If you got a shirt and still owe 

please see Cheryl.  If you still need to get a shirt or hat, he will have them at the June/July meeting so bring 

your check book.  Hope to see you all at the next meeting.  

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Treasurer…. 

Cheryl Byrd 

  

Well, we finally ran into some tough fishing at 

Otay.  Congrats to the people that did well and to the rest 

of us…better luck next time! 

Because the 4

th

 of July falls in the middle of the 

week, the July 3

rd

 meeting has been changed to June 

26

th

.  That being said, I hope everyone has a safe and 

fun holiday.   

The first two weeks of July are packed with 

Bassmaster events, from a night tournament to a Padre 

game and a twilight trip.  Dave Mack will be passing 

around the final sign-up list for the July 8

th

 Padre game 

at the meeting and all payments should be made directly 

to the Club that night.  Also, don’t forget to sign-up for 

the July 11th Twilight trip.  John Schwartz will be 

collecting the money the night of the event, so please 

come prepared.  Remember that we need to cover a 

galley bill, so plan on eating a couple of burgers on the 

boat.      

We had a great response to the new club T-shirts.  Terry Chenowth sold 18 at the June meeting.  

We purchased 48, so we nearly sold half the first night.  Thank you to Vicki Becker for donating the rod that 

was raffled over the past two months and to all of you for buying tickets.  The club made $155.  

Attached is the outstanding dues list as of 06/16.  If your name appears, please bring your dues 

current at the July meeting.  Don’t jeopardize your chance to fish by falling behind on your dues. 

Good luck at the Otay night tournament, July 6

th

. 

 

Outstanding Dues 
    

As of 06/16/07 
Bnqt INS. JAN MAY JUN TOTAL 

Buck Billock     $25  $25  

Cody Billock     $25  $25  

Janice Eisner     $25  $25  

Bill Holloway     $25  $25  

Ed Marr    $5  $25  $30  

David Patrick     $25  $25  

Jim Putney     $17  $17  

John Schwartz    $25  $25  $50  

Randy Kreiser (IA) $20     $20  

Cliff Rubin (IA) $24      $24  

Kevin Kerr (AL)   $10    $10  

Mark Thomas 

(AL)     $10      $10  

 $24  $20  $20  $30  $192  $286  



 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Kenny Louis 

 

The month of June was a very busy time for the membership with the top six event on the 9

th

, board 

meeting on the 12

th

, Otay tournament on the 16

th

, picnic on the 23

rd

 and general membership meeting on 

the 26

th.

  Whew!  Congratulations to the top three fishermen at our Otay tournament.  I personally found the 

fishing tough and am happy to have that event behind me! 

The membership currently stands at 37 active, 6 family and 6 in-active members.  We have 3 

prospective members, Chris Scruggs, Jeff Carpenter and Rick Camarero that have been tournament pre-

fished and are ready to be voted on. 

I hope everyone will be at the next meeting to learn more about these gentlemen and to ask them any 

questions you may have.  Until the meeting, tight lines and good fishing to all. 

 

BASSMASTER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Featuring:  Ed Byrd 

 

Bassmaster Since:  1980   

Significant Other:  Cheryl 

Profession:  Retired, USNR & City of San 

Diego; Chief Cook and Bottle Washer 

Favorite Food:  Fresh grilled Ahi 

Biggest Largemouth Bass:  10 lbs, 4 oz at El 

Cap 

Hobbies:  Fishing, computer games, golf and 

shooting 

Biggest Accomplishment:  Marrying Cheryl  

Favorite Lure To Fish:  Top water 

Favorite Lake:  Havasu 

Nickname for Jet-Skiers:  Water lice 

Biggest Fish:  40 pound Blue Fin Tuna 

 

 

Twilight Saltwater Trip 

 

 The Twilight Saltwater Trip has been moved to Wednesday July 11

th

 at 6:30pm  Pre trip meeting 

at 5:30pm, don’t be late.  We will be departing from H & M Landing in San Diego Bay aboard the 

Fisherman III.  Cost is $20 per person but don’t worry about the 40 person limit.  We can go more if we 

need.   

 Sign up will be at the June General Meeting with an emergency last minute sign up at the July 

Meeting.  For further information, contact John Schwartz 

 

 

 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 2007 

23   SDBM Picnic @ Santee Lakes. 

26   JULY General Meeting, 7:00 pm 

July 2007 

6 SDBM Night Tournament, Lake Otay 

8 Bassmasters Padre Night!!  5 PM. 

11 Twi-Lite Saltwater Trip, 5:30 PM  

August 2007 

3, SDBM Night Tournament @ San V. 

7 August General Meeting, 7:00pm 

11 Bunco Night!! 

NOTES: 

Meeting Place, Anglers Marine at 

10960 Wheatlands Ave, Santee 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

June, 2007 

Harold Stephens 

 

The June meeting was called to order by President, Bud Brant, at 7:00pm with the Bassmaster 

greeting.  Guests introduced by Kenny Louis, Joyce’ Blanchard, Larry Bottroff, Jack New and John Noble. 

A motion to accept the minutes from the April meeting was made by Dave Seaberg and Seconded 

by Harold Stephens.  Motion carried. 

Bud introduced Greg Gardner to make a special presentation to Larry Bottroff as an Honorary 

Member of the San Diego Bassmasters because of his 

contributions to the club and the Bass Fishing Community. 

Jack New and John Nobel from Lowrance Electronics 

were introduced and provided the club with an interesting 

program about Fish Finders with GPS units etc.   

Kenny Louis, Membership Chairman, reported that we 

have 37 active members, 6 family members, 6 inactive 

members and 3 prospective members that are ready to be 

tournament fished.  These are Rick Camarero, Jeff Carpenter, 

and Chris Scruggs.  

Cheryl Byrd, Treasurer, reported that we have a bank 

balance of $2,259.00.  She also thanked everyone who 

attended the funeral services for her Mother and also all those 

who sent cards.  She also thanked the club for the beautiful 

plant sent on behalf of the San Diego Bassmasters. 

John Schwartz said the Twi-light fishing trip will be July 

11

th

.  The cost will be $20.00.  A sign up sheet will be passed 

around at the July Meeting. 

Vicki Becker, VP, the new shirts are on hand and half of 

the order has been sold already.  The Picnic is scheduled for 

June 23

rd

 at Santee Lakes, Lake #5.  The picnic will start at 10:00am with lunch being served at 12 noon.  

Dave Mack will take care of the washer toss, Jeff Manning will take care of the casting contest and Doris 

Cook and Brandon Hoffman will handle the raffle.  Please bring side dishes for the lunch and raffle prizes. 

Jim Putney, Bass Council President, thanked Bud Brant for his work on the fish tank at the Hall of 

Champions.  He also reported that Otay Lake is off limits from Wednesday thru Saturday because of the 

Top Six Tournament.  

Ed Byrd, Tournament Chairman, gave out the awards for the Lake Alamo Tournament.  1st place to 

Dave Mack, 2

nd

 place to Ed Byrd and 3

rd

 place to Inder Lopez, and big fish to Dave Mack, 6.71 lbs.  Ed 

then read the pairings for the Otay Tournament. 

Bud Brant, President, thanked Adam East and Dave Patrick for the refreshments, and Geri Morrin 

for the food.  He then adjourned the meeting at 9:20pm. 

 

Thank you! 

What a blast I have had with the San Diego Bassmasters these past couple of months.  I just 

wanted to take a moment of your time to thank all of you for what you have done for me.  It was such a 

huge surprise when I showed up to the meeting in May and was presented with all those gifts.  I can’t even 

come up with the words to express how I feel.  This club has always been close and treated everyone just 

like a family member.  To see the club come together to thank me for my service in Iraq just shows how 

close this club really is.  It is my privilege to be a part of the San Diego Bassmasters and I look forward to 

fishing with each of you.  Again, thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 

 

Aaron Meleen 

 

San Diego Bassmaster, and Corporal, United States Marine Corps 

 



 

Bass Master History 

Through the Looking Glass 

 

 

 


